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known figure in the commercial world of Bombay, moved an
amendment with a view to remedying the injustice. In supporting
the amendment, Pherozeshah strongly attacked the principle under-
lying the Bill.
That principle and that policy are that the infant industries of
India should be strangled in their birth if there is the remotest
suspicion of their competing with English manufactures. ... I
protest against such a policy not only in its present immediate
operation, but as establishing a most pernicious precedent.
He urged the * additional members' of the Council to preserve
their dignity as an independent body by voting against the Bill, He
reminded them that the existing financial stringency was due not a
little to the Services having secured exchange compensation, and
that Englishmen had joined Indians in agitating for the imposition
of duties on cotton imports in order to meet that deficit. If after that,
they refused to support the modest amendment of Mr. Fazulbhoy
Visram, calculated to succour a native industry from being harassed
and burdened, they laid themselves open to an ugly suspicion about
their motives.
This dig at the Exchange Compensation Allowance, which
popular opinion had vehemently opposed, was strongly resented by
Sir Charles Elliott, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, who protested
against the language used by Pherozeshah, and expressed his regret
that any imputation of personal interest should be allowed in the
Council. Ultimately, the amendment was defeated by eleven votes to
nine, and " for the first time in the history of British rule in India* a
measure was placed upon the statute book which no one has ever
dreamed of defending as being promoted in the interests of the
country affected by it."
In the next session of the Council held in January 1895, o&e of
the first items of business was an amendment of the Deccan Agricul-
turists' Relief Act. It was in 1879 that the first Act dealing with
certain incidents of agricultural distress and discontent was passed
after an agitation which lasted for some years. Hie Indian Pi^ess and
publicists had continually called the attention of Government to tlie